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CORONAVIRUS 
Statement by Premier 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [2.05 pm]: I rise to update the house on the government’s 
response to the emerging global challenge of novel coronavirus. I understand that many in the community have 
concerns about the ongoing situation with novel coronavirus. Although the situation is constantly evolving, I want 
to assure the house, and indeed all Western Australians, that there is no need for alarm and that the state government 
is both prepared and doing what it can to mitigate any impacts. As I speak, there are still no confirmed cases in 
Western Australia and the risk remains low. 
Last week, following the federal government’s decision to impose travel restrictions, I immediately convened 
a series of roundtable meetings with a range of industry representatives across the resources, energy, agriculture, 
tourism and international education sectors, and relevant ministers. That move was welcomed by the business 
community and gave the government the opportunity to listen to all concerned and review the measures we are 
taking as a state, as well as effectively advocate to the commonwealth what needs to be done at a national level. 
We continue to work closely with the federal government to ensure it provides the necessary support to 
Western Australia, and we are raising issues that require its clarification on behalf of industry. We have also 
indicated that we stand ready to cooperate at this difficult time. 

I would also like to acknowledge the impact that the coronavirus situation is having on China and our local Chinese 
community. Our sympathies go to the people of China at this difficult time. 

This has the potential to be a difficult period for Western Australia, but I am confident that we will get through it. 
If we work together—from business through to the community—we will show the resilience Western Australia is 
famous for. As a state government, we are taking appropriate steps to mitigate any impact on the WA economy, 
and we continue to monitor the situation closely. 
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